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NHe- + fwd oſt have 4th akefſoy Duty bs 
 which'all Chriſtians are iged, not only to loye 


ohe another, but'eyen their Enemies; Mat. 5,'4.4- and 
F Abborvence they ſhould have: dgainft that Spirit 
of Cain who ſlew hi Brother, hath not =D engaged me 
and thoſe of "my Perſwaſion, to forſake that prciple an: 
prattice of Fighting, and to "prefer the peaceable way of 
Chriſt even under greateſt ſufferings, a. 53. 7. but 
alſo moved me to write this enſuing Diſſwaſive ; to them 
' whoſe principle and praftice bath drawn on themſelves. 
much Suffermgs, and occaſioned greater Severities to be 
enafted againſt the Diſſenting Wor ſhippers of God from 
the National way, then probably would otherwiſe have 
been ; whereby not only they. have met with ſad Afflifti- 
ons, but even others (whoſe chiefeſt defire Was only to 
haye liberty to. Worſhip the Lord in Spirit and in Truth, 
_ according to their C onſciences ) have been made to ſn fer 
( theſe three years and a half. by gore ) by frequent and- 
long Impriſonments, &c. Though we conceive the Narra- 
tives of. fall theſe Penal Statutes againſt Meetings, might 
ſufficieg wy have guarded thoſe who never were Seditious 
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But if they 
induced to that behaviour that is mo ſuitable to 6 
-oſbel of Peace, aud to-the Spirit of true; Chri 

it 12 my bope in the -Lord; that he would indive thethearts 
- of our Rulers, both Supreme and Subordinate, to ge 
their Maderation ſo far known, as to- allo. juſt liberty 
of Worſhip to all, whoſe differences are no ways incenſiſt 
with the Peace- and Proſperity of. the Nation... 

Waiting for this yak” rom the __ io hit 
time, I commend. this [1 
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7X Nowing that ye look on it as a duty to fight by mi- Fy 
-._ litity weapons in defence of your principle, yeato _.. 
>: >--promote-your. Cauſe and your pretended Refor- 
mation by the power of the Sword, in which ye are con- 
firmed by ſome of your Preachers, who are always labou- 
+ Ting to perſwade you to this, as one evidence of your 
"Zeal for God, and not to fpare to hazard your Lives, Liber- 
tiesand- Eſtates in ſuch a-glorious Cauſe, as they call ic. | 
In reference to which, I have found freedom, out of - 
that love I bear to the: welfare of your Souls, the -peace 
of our native Country, and that-duty of obedience and 2 
ſubjetion we owe to all that are ſet up. in lawful Authority = 
over us, as. we tre men and Chriſtians, { whether aQive ar 
paſſive, . wherein-.we cannot with a good conſcience-give 
_ aftive.obedicnce) to lay. before you theſe following: Con- 
Sen. AE bf >: + 
x. Conſider how ſhort ye are of that promiſe and Pro- + 
phecy of Gol; pat-thmey, (when.Chriſtians ſhall be yecovered 7 
out of the Apoſtacy, and-come to the primitive: Simplicity) _-/ 
which is. mentioned Mrcabi4. 2, 3, 4. and Ie. 2. 2,3, 4 ©: 
When wany Nations ſhall ſay, Come, and let w gouptothe *% 
Mountain of the Lord, and to the Houſe of the God of Jacob, ;. 3 
and he will teach. ws of his ways, and we will walk in bis 
Da, CC. And be will Jnage among many people, and re- 
Meng Nations. afar off, and they ſhall beat their Swor'* «<2 
Led ' into: @ 


CERES 


3 » 
_ - _— 
þ | »- X - - _ o ; 
7 . - 
th SEN $5 8. 5% SI 

4 Manas: + 4 ” ” s 24 

<4 + "ow 0 OS lt" » 66S OBE. 244 
GAP. eo ES Te AT I IGAT BE. 

Pea =; - ra bes. 4 Fn STS 

a So OBO £5 


we Ws Fa 


” STO x 6 I "* - b 5; 
EATER WE OLIOSS Rn 2: om Rea Re i abs of 24 30, 2 Wt by I ”" : 
rags ta 3 rage” 0 O00 23 
ww" "*$ is : F552 a {2 Ps. 2 . a < 


4 [2 * _ A. 
into EY RY and their i $IIP into Proming: hooks « Na- 
E-- - * tion ſhall not life up S-1/2 ft, Nation, neither ſhall they 
= learn pHoar ar any 1 a bu. they al it every man under th 
3 Sp» V/; Irie, Fer prone: | 7 g-frees : wr rs.oj 
-— _ thim - rags of the Ford th fpoken 
: Where, rſt, ry is obſe rvable, that this alan Zi co 
P | oc j® ed-wh afooros C | 
= true, | Ty inde SIE Ft 
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| tions, and the ne World converted to Crane Wo: 
$4 But it may be'objetes, That Wars wete nev, r wore 
'— _ amongſtthe Nations,then fince the'Nationsbecattie -: 
_ ward profeffion'to' own Chriftianity; and& ie; 8 
, unto* this day; To which my ſecond Confideration ſhall 
ferve for Anſwer, thus : 
- Before the defection from the Simplicity of the 'Golpel, ; 
mm the firſt and pureft times of Chriſtzanity, it was not (©, as 
is witneſſed by Door Cave's Primitive/Chriſtianiey,” o- 
ting Teſtimonies out of Origens and Tertallinrs Apology 
Pap- 326. chap. 2. pag. 55- chap- T. whete hebrings in Celjus 
*objefing to Or:zee, that Chriſtians refuſed to helpthe Em- 
-Perours'm their Wars 3 Origen anſwers, * That they did 
Teally affiſt and help him, and that rather Fith Divine than: 
_ hamane weapons, according to! the command of the \pa- 
tte; I4#hor2; that fieit of alt; fupplication, prayers, interoeſ- 
"IF ſions, Cc. be wade or all men, "for Kings, aud forall that ave 
Em Authority.” And tells: Him, "the'more eminent any man is - 
-. Yor Piety and Religion, be will be able to afford greater 
affiſiance to his Prince, then'a' great many Armed Sowl- 
dierfihar"ftand Tendy to. fight4pr him, indto deſtroy | Fo 
FP.  Tenenites, 5 k TBE TY | 
FI "Budtothebit kubther" (6 *hat Enos Ledrer: PMI 
"ING cat " Atrilins Attohivins the Ryman. 'Emperonr, to? rhe Se - 
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NT vnny Ko the yi 6 of "Martyrs, tiks- felt 
Tome, pag. 46- (who though he reports Gor to £u-' 
ſebias, the Chriſtians to have been a Legion Em 
_ => Army;:yerthe Letter je ſelf ſhews As contrary=« 
where the:Emperour-ſays," 7 cauſed to be ſent for theſe men 
who were" called Chriſtians, who did their endeavour, Lyn | 
without either Wee re , Munition, Armour, or udp; of 
eparation and firwiture, but dnly fatif® 
a; whom they carry «bout with ow in 
ay A : And for”: your fakes I fhdltfer down'the | 


* Merew PR Antoninus 20ND to the 
i IR Senate and People of Rome. - 


* | "Giri you to undirſlend what ſucceſs I have beds in pady We ars 
; in: ' Germany, 4s alſo what I intend, and with how much + 
4] heve vitudlled my Camp, being Fr yobnny | 
_ dana and OD uP: , whom my &, ferred - 


| | 'of #6, ' ad etarmas | 
. ie Jet viewed, as he Penified to\ ut by his Teeter x: yer 
foreT- thought #0 teſt, but 10 be" over-ynr, and all my Bahds,- , 
af Find inde, a well my Way-ward, pa as : : 
ard, with ell my'Sonldiery of Ephrata, Wen { "0 
-\vere wawbered of © "oen, gin ey | 
Leto tos. But whow'T- [96 Buy "elf 20s" 
bounrey winh vb by ] ty#ved pre , Cod, 
"200 © Wort, and beTng driven® the Exev 
oe whom pd - 


Frogs | 


nition, Armor, endecnr, as men ab- | 3 


, whom athey © Sure about with chem 


| rao s les tht Wer, end now x emi 
Land,. pet HF Pornens, who thu; falling upon. . 
their faces, made Mate grajery to « God unknown of we: And 
' there fell amongſt mw from Heaven a pleaſant and cold fho- 
ard Fo Fog envongſft our Entmies « great ores of Heil. wixed 
wh ng 5 jo that immediately u red the Iwvia- 
cible aid Ne ch pro "Mighty God to:be within. 
Therefore we gre thy men leave to profeſs Chien, 
= re enbpe by het ejers we be puniſhed with the like, and 
W.- PATH ay ker "he. os of Ep bart as thall be re- 
® ceived bythe Colin profeſſion; - And if any man Dull ap- 
hend. one that 3s « Chriſftian, only for that cauſe I will that 
"be being apprehended, without puniſhwent: may heve le | 
confeſs the ſewe,. ſo that there _ none other cauſe ob 
_paini} him, Jive thamiGor he-is a Chriſtian; but 
; Fs be berned alive. - Neither will T that > confuſing acl 
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been twice decimated, at. lol 
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f Go 
' means ſhould not be uſed, — % er. In no ways, for 
this is but to beg the queſtion 3 if weapons and Arms. be 
the true ordinary means in the Goſpel-times, when God 
hath ſaid, Swords ere to be beaten: into, Plow-Jhares,. and 
Spears into Franing- hooks, &c. See alſo what the Lord hath 
Fo | confirmation of this nk Fe $..7+ T will 


the CMWrheir God, 4nd WE) Boi, war b 
IS hs” - . | «word, 


"P oy 7 is wo 
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have wpor the Houſe of Judah, and will:ſavethem by 
Tu port ſe of 1 rouge ſaveth 
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_ 2.18, When the Lords People -haye nat gn 

their Idols and 1dolatry, ſo as not to-have tbe ar any A 
more reed, as verſc. 16,::17.. They 31 4 30 % | 
tht day T wi I make a Covenant for them, with 
| Field, and with the Fowls of the 4; tad u, and with ragſs my 
"ping things | of the Earth, and I will break the. Bow end the 

Sword,and the Bg el of of 1 the Earth,and will makg them le 

down ſa fely. The ſureſt ordinary means of defence, is true 
peace wit 'God, grounded upon taith in him, and a good 
Conſcience... 

- Conſider that of Fxod. 34. 23, 24. Where the Lord: 
faid, Thrice ix the year ſhall all your male children appear be- 
fore. the Lord God, neither halt any man ir 15 FE 
when thou ſhalt go up to appear before the Lord thy God thrice 

—_ ear. Now if 1 ſreel of old, that were engaged often 

y the Lords dec to fight the Lords Battel by 

Military weapons againft their enemies, (all which were 
but'typical of the Spiritual Warfare which Chriſtians are to- 
fight) if they at ſuch times were to forbear, and did for- 
bear all outward defence by carnal weapons, ' at the xg 
of the Lord, ſaying, Nos, an ſhall defire your Land ;. 
much more ſhould reformed Chriſtians truſt in the =o 
and Jean to his defence, who hath ſaid, 7 well have mercy 
on the Houſe of Judah, and will ſave them by the Lord their 
God, and will not ſave them by Bow, nor by Sword, wor by 
Battel, by Horſes, zor, by Horſe-men. 
' "The Iſraelites. had many malicious enemies round about 
them, asthe Edomites, Ammonites, Moabites, Philitims, 
that of themſelves were ready to wait all Herunions to- 
take advantage againſt them, eſpecially when all- theip 
males were gone up to Teruſalems, + and alltt thei) zand left de» 
ſitute of men for. defence; 3. yet. it was: ne erfound,. that. 
any Nation invatled o_ Land during, the time, mew 


Feaſh, ell ng jt $8 Roman : Kogert 


| Tjth, 


8 Wats, 


as. 


with his Army whilſt they were in Jer»ſzlem,®after they 
had cauſed the Lord of glory .to be Crucified. But then 


. their defence had forſaken them: $0 long then as the Lords - 


people keeps his way and abides in his truth, and truſts a- 


lone in the living God, they need fear noenemy whatſoever: 


Such as return to the Primitive ſimplicity of the Goſpel in 
faith and practice, will find all theſe promifes fulfilled, thgugh 
others that are not come tothat ſtate think fit to uſe Arms. 

* 4. Conſider, if theſe Truths had been believed and recei- 
ved iti this Iſland, there had much bloud been ſpared thac. 
hath been (pilt theſe 3o or 40 years by gone, and the defired- 
Reformation carried on,in a more peaceable and proſperons _ 
way then it hath been, as may be ſeen, matters ſtanding as. 
they do at'this day. Tt is wonderful that your eyes are (6. 
blinded, that ye reflet not, nor look back upon your di(- 
appointments and fruitleſs labour, by your Wars and Fight- 
ing,in pretexce to ſet up Presbyterian Goverriment, & in pur- 


| ſuance of Reformation by Arms. I do notqueſtion but there 


have been many of ſeveral ranks, that were engaged ſo in. 


| a miſtaken zeal; for truly the way and manner was not ap». 


prove&by the Lord, compelling all by.force and violence 


x to comply with you, though contrary to their Judgment 
{ and Light. If you pretend q good intention, that will not 
Z juſtifie a bad AQtion, witneſs Uzziah,his putting forth his 


hand tothe Ark of the Lord; . when the Oxen ſhook it; the 


| Lords ariger was kindled againſt him, and ſinote him till | 
$ he died, 2 Sam. 6.7, FIEN 


5. It were worth your ſerious Conſideration, that if theſe 
Preachers continue to-ſtir you up to riſe in Arms,they have 
not” much of A their eye, they 'being -now. 


$ ſecluded from, their places and that Power and Authority 


they arid cheieBrethren had, (during.our late ſad tronbles 


= 


| and Wats in_this Kingdom ) taken from-thems, whether 


theteforguthey. ſeek not_to_ imbroil.the,, Nation? in new 
T then till to be thus deprived | 
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_ 74 ive it were” more ſuitable for them to"evi- | 


F: 


hl 


 Chr1 


dence as much care and'zeal, in exciting all perſons and peo- 
ple whom they could influence, to ſearch: and try their 


ways, and to turn-unto the Lord God with their whole 


hearts, and ſeek more after a perſonal Reformation, and 
after a newy Creation in their inward man, then to delude 
people by ſtirring up a carnal zeal for outward Reforma- 
tion,*when there is no true zeal for real conformity to the 
Spirit of Jeſus in the heart. | | 
6. Conſider, if the way of Fighting-and Arms was a 
_— ſpread the Goſpel at firſt among. the Nations : 
iſt ſent forth his: Diſciples as Lambs and Sheep among 
Wolves, and' they by pains, and labour, and ſufferings, 


_ did propagate the Goſpel, 'and will ye imagine to carry on 


any true Goſpel-work another way ? They (uffered jmpri- 


 ſonments, beatings, ſcourgings, ſtonings, and all manner 


af evil, and' will ye by reſiſting eoz/ with force and vio- 
lence,apprehend'to promote the Kingdotn of Chriſt in theſe 
Lands? The beſt Arms the Primitive Chriſtians uſed, were 
preces & lachryme, prayers and' tears;. and ſolong as ye 
make uſe of Spords and Guns, can axn,r ang. >, {t ground 
lay claim to be their Succeſſors? Remetdiber that the Lords 
Houſe after the Captivity (which our BabylonifsCaptivi- 
ty on Foes reſembled: was nbt built by ight wor 4 
power, but by the m_— of the Lord, Zach. 4-.6,. Even ſo 
our Reformation from Antichriſtian Idolatry and Super- 
ſtition; whether Root or Branch, is not tobe by Sword or 
Spear; but the Lord is to conſume it by the Spirit of bis Mouth, 
and: ſhell defiroy him by the brightzeſs of bis coming, 2 Thel.: 


- 2.8; Othat ye knew the vertue and power. of the Spirit of. 


life and-truth; ye would ſoon perceive the folly and yani- 


head of the true Church, be the 
defender of his Faith, which he hath wroyght in all 


ty of your catnal weapons, and of the Armof fleſh! where- 


the truc members thereof; 81e acknowledge your Faith þ 
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rmayuon ye 


holden by the Arm of man- 


.-7,: Conſider, this your-way is liker the Children of An- : 


tichriſt; then the Diſciples of Holy Jeſus, who when hs was 
reviled,-reviled not again, whes be ſuffered, he threatned not, 
but committed himſelf to bin that judgeth righteouſly, 1 Pet. 
2. 23. Sohis Diſciples behaved themſelves, 1 Cor. 4. 12, 
13. Being. reviled (ſays Paul) we bleſs ; being perſecuted we 
ſuffer it; betng defamed we entreat; we are made as the 
filth of the World, and are counted as the off-ſcouring of all 


rit that was -in the Chriſtians. of old 3 They were far from 


rendring evil for evil, or repelling force with force, #he 


weapons of their warfare were not carnal, but mighty» through 
Gel fo the pullin _ of firong holds, 2 Cor. 10. 4. 


Whereas itis the Spirit of Antichriſt to make uſe of car- - 


nal weapons in defence of falſe worſhip, it was given to him 
to meke war with the Saints, yea-to overcome them, Rev.. 13. 
7. yet nevertheleſs verſe 19. He that killeth with the Sword, 
omit be kill d with the Sword, This is a retribution threat- 
ned and profffiſed tocome upon- Antichriſt, and all that 


walk in- his ſteps.:. ſee his lording way in his forcible- 


tmpoſitions, verſ. 16, 17;. He cauſeth all ranks to bow. to 
him, and receive marks of conformity to him, yea not 
to have the liberty to buy or ſell, or the common privis 


ledge of Subjects, except they be ſuch. 4, 


'Now if ye be ſo dealt with in any degree at ſuch a time 
as this, ye ſhould refle& upon. your (elves, how much this 
wasgour own way when power. was in your hands, and 
had the Authority of the Civil Magiſtrate upon your fide; 
But I wiſh:Fe and all others, that-ixploy'd your power to 

fir up the Magiſtrate toperſecute others for matters purely 


conſcientious, to conlider how far.ye.arc from any jult right- ... 


to layThimto the HolyMountain of theLord,. which is his 


_ Church 


"- 
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Chriſts, but meerly humane,. and therefor® muſt be up- *: 
”" 


things unto this day. Thus we may (ce the frame of that Spi- * 
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 TChurchinGoſpel-times, as is LT Tſai 11:'9.' They 
-  fhall not hurt nor deſtroy in all my Holy Mountain. Con- 
fider how far this excludes. force-atid Arms' from being in- 
© - ftrumentsto defend the Faith of rhe Goſpel, or ro promote 
L'* #, asnowthe tnoſt part of theſe called Chriſtians ufe ro-do, 
,%- theſe weapoys and means never. having been” uſed, till 
the ſimplicity of Chriſtianity began to beloſt, and the Apo- | 

ſtacy began to creep in. It was the pride and ambition of 
the Biſhop of Reme and his Clergy, and 'Arriqns, and Ne- 
ſlorians, that would needshave. all men robow to them, 
and toconform to their impoſitions, that firſt ſtirred up'the 
Kings and Princes of the Earth to perſecute all whoſe Con- 
ſciences could not comply with them; And ſhall ye, who 
think your (elves a patt of the Reformed Chilfches, tread 
their ſteps? Sv (Xo Writs 
8. Wherefore confider that place of the Apoſtle, James 
4-1. From whence come wars aud fightings amongſt-you 2 Come 
_ Phey not hence, even from your luits that war in your mem- 
bers ? Is it not evident that all the Wars that have been in 
the World, have proceeded from no other ground, but 
either. from Pride, Covetouſneſs, Ambition, or Revenge ? 
And if ye fhall pretend that your Gettin Ms for the cauſe 
of God, the Apoſtle fays in plain terms it is not ſo, but 
from your Juſfts, even Pride, and Ambition, to have the 
Preheminence 'm the Earth, and Revenge againſt them that - 
are your oppoſers; and theſe that pretend to be thE Diſci- 

ples of Jeſus Chriſt, or people of God, ſhould be aſhamed 
to be ated by fuch principles; = A 
9. Confider whether it be not the ſence of this fighting dif- - 
poſition it you, that has occaſioned the ſeverity of ſuch As 
of Parliament againſt your Meetings for worſhip, whereby 
- not only ye, but thoſe who-are Innocent, and altogether ab- 
J horrent from-ſuch principles of fighting, are made'ro be faf- 
+  », ferers, byfrequentand long Fmpriſonmenits,and to undergo 
Fines and poindings; whereas if ye had been! as pedCeably 
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. diſpoſed, as ofthersare undes theſe ſufferings, it might have 
LE the Lord to;have moved the hearts of our:Supe- 
riqursto have reſented from theſe ſyerities; Arid though 
ye had remained -under fad ſufferings when Rnopents Js 


' ſhould havehiad 'a ſhare of that-peace arid comfort with-o- 
thers, that it was purely for the Teſtimony of a 'good'Con- 
ſciences that wiſheth no Eviteoany'mans *—£© ! 

- [Wherefore as ye wouldſhew your ſelves to be a.people 

anſwering the Propheſies and Promiſes - of” Goſpel-rimes, 

Micah #2, 3; 4T/e- 2-2; 3; 4Tſa. tf 9. and 65425. As ye 

d approve your (elves Chriſtians according to the In- 


ty « 
nocencythereof in primitive times, and tobe their rrue 
 andreal$ 83, As yecwould evidey@ yapr ſelves to: © 


be. a _righteawwipeeple,: that can: truft and&rety upon the 
Lord Gad alone, for thepreſervation of-rhe whole Tritereſt 
of the Kingdom of: Chriſt, and' of your own perſonal jn-- 
terefts in time and Eternity: As ye'would not wiſk. theſe- 
Nations to be againinvolved. in blood and confuſion: As. 
ye bear aloveto the peice of your native Country ; asye 
would be free from that imputation of buffding up Sion 
with. blood,. (which. was never juſtly imputed to the true 
Diſciples of. Chriſt, nor primitive Chriſtians, though unde 
greateſt ſufferings, and though for their power, able ſuffi- . 
ciently to defend themſelves 3) As'ye would wiſh: not; to: 
manifeſt your ſelves to be the brats of the Antichriſtian: 
Whore, who is {till drugk with-blood, yea withthe blood: 
of the Saints, by her not ceaſing to-ſtir up the powers of. 
the Earth, to perſecute all who will not come under her- 
ark and-name: And as ye would not wiſh to be afted by: 
a ſpirit. of Jyſt, pride and revenge, lay aſide your Arms 
and Gghring principles, and commit God's-work. to his 
own Government, and follow peace with all men, and 
holineſs, without which none ſhall ſee the Lord; and commit: 
your cauſes unto God, and /et them that ſuffer according - 
to the tony keeping of thee; Jouls to Him in- 
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